PLATE LXXXI

PALMYRA AND THE SASSANIAN EMPIRE

1.  GRAVE STELE, with a beautiful sculptured and painted
portrait of a rich Palmyrene lady, Athanaia, wife of Malchus.
Similar portraits are found in masses in the extensive and well-
preserved ruins of the rich centre of caravan-trade with the
East which was the city of Palmyra.   Note the rich jewels of
the lady.    One of these ladies was Zenobia, the Queen of
Palmyra and the rival of the Roman emperor Aurehan.   2nd
cent. A. D.   Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.

2.    SILVER DISH, found in Russia, with the figure of
a Sassanian king hunting various wild animals.   Note the rich
horse-trappings and the beautiful helmet and armour of the
king adorned with pearls and gems.    Note also the excellent
rendering of the animals which recalls the most beautiful
bas-reliefs of the Assyrian kings (see vol. i, pi. XLII).    The
same pathos is expressed in the figures of dying animals.   The
king is either Perose (A. D. 459-86) or Khusrau II (A. D. 590-
628).   The conservative character of Sassanian art vouchsafes,
in spite of the late date of pur dish, that the scene of the dish
may as well illustrate the life and art of the earlier Sassanian
period, that of the 3rd and 4th cent. A. D.   5th-6th cent. A. D.
Cabinet des M6dailles, Paris.